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Match. xvii. rs. 1 16. Beware f fall Sn which come to you in ſhezps chatting, * 
inwardly they are r avening wee. Te ſhall know them iy their fruits. 


pal. 9. For there is no faithfulneſs in their mouth, 7 


Pl, Kill 11. But the mouth of them that Peak, hes frat je fab. 


* 


. 


8 


— 
. —_ 2 
* „ 
& * 


. A © ws — —— 
* 


ff > a 
* 1 


Parlia- 4 


* 


Li 


I 
. 
* 


| N To the Reader. 
IF any be offended at the ſeeming Tartneſt 
of this Character, tit but anſwering ibe 
Gentlemen in their own DialeF: And if any 
tale it ill that ſome things are vouchid without 
ſufficient probation, that ſhall not be wanting 
when required: But ſince my Antagoniſts have - 
 wonched many more, with far leſs probation, ti 
but reaſonable to expect that they ſball likeways 
be enquired after, to make good their Aſſertions, 
eſpecially ſince they gave riſe to this Paper, 
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A ſhort Character of the Presbyter ian Sir it, & c. 


HE old Definition of a Presbyterian, viz. A Cbriſtian Fiabted out of his wits, 
was never more verified than in the preſent Writers, eſpecially in theſe a 
dove - mentioned: who fearing that a Toleraticn may be granted, have not 
been wam ing, one way or other, to proclaim the Fure-diuiroſhip of their 
Cauſe, enyeighing againſt Epiſcopal Government, and thoſe of that perſwaſi- —· 
on, vvith all vehemency imaginable. They are nct content to uſe ſuch Arguments only 
_ & the ſubieR is hoo how, vvhich have been often anfvvered ; bur have li ſruffed 
ttteir Pamphlers vvith moſt notorious Untruths, Lies, Clamcurs and Calumnies, vvhich are, 
or may be made clear as the light: So as ro confront any, vvheſe Brovvs are not of Era, 
or Ccnſciences Seared vvith an hot iron. 1 4 a 
I ſhall! not here oblige my ſelf ro diſpute the merit of the Cauſe or to notice every thing 
that could afford matter of Debate, or their ſtrange inferences, vvhich a dechn: nona confe- 
© guentia cou d not allovy, but rather examine ſuch paſſages of their Paſquils as 1 challenge 
any man, especially their Authors, ro defend. | 3 7 * 


And to begin with the Letter, 


I. Page 4. Line 18. Tis faid, 4% the aim the Telrration can have muſt 
be merely to furniſh a maintenance for a few Epiſcopal Miniſters, &c. 
This is pretty confidently aſſerted; By the preſent projected Draught 
they're only to have a free Liberty to preach the Goſpel; which St Paal 
did among the Heathens, in his own hired houſe,” no man forbidding - 
him, Alls 28. without one ſyllable of Maintenance; fo that here 
is one aim the Letter-man has not obſerved. But tho' he were right 

in this aſſertion, does not he contradic himſelf in the 28 Line of the |,- 
6 Page, where he conceives, That if a Toleration be prefſed { much _: 
mote if granted, ] ©the introduction of Prelacy is neceſſatly intended and 
«Jefigned; I think this looks like another defign or aim, than merely to 
furniſh a maintenance to a few Epiſcopal Miniſters. That there ſhould 
be ſome other deſigns and aims than a mere mainteance to a fer, ſuch _ 
as paving the way to prelacy and popery, and bringing ina popiſh 
Succeſsor, is confidently aſſerted in the 28 page of the Vindication of © 
this Letter, and in the Remarks on the Caſe, p. 27. theſe ſurely. are - 
ther aims than a mere maintenance: Do not they c onttadiet one ano- 
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ther? and if Satan be divided ahbe Satan, how can his Kingdom 
ſtand? And for what he ſubjoyns, He's very 'confident the Wiſdom of 
 ..the Nation will find it neceſſary to provide. them othertozyt, &c. It may 
be ſaid, If the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall pleaſe to pity their Suffer- 
ings by ſuch means as ſhall he thought moſt expedient, they I be very 
thankfull for it; Or, if the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall give them 
Redreſs of the Grievances they ſuffered by Impriſonment, Rabbling and 
Plundering, Cc. *rwill be a ſingular act of Juſtice; Or, if ar Mi- 
niſters could ger theStipends they actually ſerved for, but were diſpoſed 
of to Presbyterian preachers, *rwere but reaſonable : to ſay ng more. 
| Yet tho? our author talks of merely to furniſh a maintenance, and the 
parliament will provide them otherways; I mul} tell him, the Clergy 
are not Belly- Preachers; neither will they imitate Eau, to fell their 
Birth- right for a meſs of portage, „ dE Ne hate Ec; 
2. P. 5. It would not only occafion Diviſions, but ſuch high 
Irritation of Humours, Imbittering of Spirits, &c. The two Rival 
parties in this Kingdom being Epiſcopals and Presbyterians ;' Whence 
could theſe div iſions Irritations, &c. ariſe? Not from Epiſcopaly ; 
for they'd be berter'd : then it muſt needs be from the Presbyterians, - 
who it ſeems will -frett* to ſee their Neighbour proſper, rather than 
obey the Scripture command to follow peace with ALL- MEN), For 
. Where peace is, there's no Diviſion & Irritations. 1 
33. P. 5. Such a Toleration would not only break good order, 
«bur ruine the Diſcipline of the Church, &c. And a little belom un 
the ſame page he ſays, Wiſe and Religious men ſee how much this 
c tends to introduce and encourage Atheiſtical Libertiniſm and all man- 
ener of Licentiouſneſs, Cc. I an{wer in general, this paragraph ſtrikes 
f downright againſt Toleration from any eſtabliſhed Church: and in par- 
ticular, he may talk of breaking Order and Diſcipline, and introducing 
| Licentiouſneſs; But Iaſſure him, that as it is, the Kirk -diſcipline re- 
ſembles a Spiders Web, which only catches little Flies. I do not love 
. to particularize any; yet I may ſafely ſay, That tho ſome are brought 
| to publick Repentance, others are conniv'd at, or pecunially diſmiſſed ; 
' What kind of Order or Diſcipline is this? Nay more, Some under {ufpici- 
g on of groſs Scandals (and ſuſpicion is enough to make further enquiry) ; 
are not once tabled before them. I appeal to any knowing perſon, if 
ſome eminent Fayoutites of, and Advocats for Presbytery, be not as li- 
Fa cen- 
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| . Livers as theſe who 2 101 Epiſcopaey: ſo that its imper - 
tinent for the Rear ker on the Caſe, p. 20, & 21. to ſay the God-damn- - 
mes and Confoundme 3, notorious Drunkards and avowed Whore mon- 
. *gers do not pretend to be Presby terian, but ſome of them ate kindly 
received by the Meeting- houſe- Preachers, & c. I confeſs, Epiſcopals 
are ſinners, yet I doubt it Presby terians be ſaints. Search the Regiſters, 
either Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, and ye Il find as many Adulterers, Forni- 
Cators, inceſtuous perſons, Buggerers, Murderers, Thieves, Drunk- 
ards, Cc. under Presbytery as were under Epiſcopacy, and as many of 
them Presbyterially inclin'd too, as otherways. Several Presbyterian 
. Miniſters and Elders alſo, have fallen into ſome of theſe ſince the Re · 
and *twas a cuſtom to wink at others, becauſe they were as good an- 
other gate. I'm loath to name ſuch things, but rather regrer them 
yet when ſuch lewd Livers are called Epiſcopals, it muſt be ſaid that 
. fome of them are even Presbyterians. I admire, that to this Catalogue 
he did not add Sabbarh-breakers , For thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſwa- 
ſion who will not Fadaixe, are reckoned fuck, by Zelots, and preciſe 
Conſtables, mentioned 5.13. Find. eſpecially Mr. T. -. and thoſe of C 
who would not let a man roſt a piece of meat to his Sundays ſupper. 
4. P. 19. Tis ſaid, Do not ſome of them, in their Families, ea 
«2nd in their Meeting-houſes, pray for the King, Queen Dowager, and 
*the Generous Prince that maintains them, even ſinee the Queens hap- 
epy acceſſion to the Crown, Cc. Is not this downrightly charging 
them with Treaſon? and ſhould not his Duty and Alledgeance to the 
Queen, make him prove the Charge? He dare not, for he cannot, in- 
tance any Meeting houſe, wherein the Miniſter prayed for the King, 
fince the Qucent acceſſion to the Throne: neither did they ever pray 
for the generous Prince that maintains them. It ſeems this Accuſet 
neither regards the Ninth Command, nor frequents Epiſcopal meetings, 
but takes things upon Truſt, elſe he would not publiſh horrid Lyes ; 
and as none of them ptay for the King, ſo the moſt part pray ia ter- 
minis for the Suren. They own their praying for the Queen-Dowager, 1 
Queen Katharine being yet alive. _ 1 
Having thus tranſtently glanced the Letter, we ſhall examine its 
Dindication, Entituled, Toleration's fence removed, &c. 
J. P. 4. He's ſure there was no Schiſm in it before the 1662. Let 
mim tell then, what was the difference between Wee 5 
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Publick - reſolutionets, why they Ag not Hear one another, but De- 


- poſed one another, and kept different Judicarories? particularly in the 


Presbyteries of Linlithgow, Sterline, and Auchterardor : and even 
at Edinburgh, was there not a Wall in the Gray-Friars-Kirk, between 


Mr. Robert Trail and Mr. Mungo Law? Was not this Schiſm? 


6. P. 4. 1. 29. He ſays, It 5s ſimply impoſſible to prove a Lineal and 
wninterrupted Succeſſion of Paſtors and Prelats canonically Ordained in 
any one Church. Had he ſaid in the Presbyterian Kirk, he had once 
fpoke Truth, whoſe Ordination, as it is not Canonical,neither is it an- 
tient. But for Epiſcopal Ordination, twas always accounted antient and 
Canonical. To prove an ꝝninterruptedSucceſſion in any one Church is not 


eſſentially neceſſary, provided there be fuch a Succeſhon in the Carbo- 


lick Church: For further Solution I refer to Morice on Epiſcopacy. Yet 
tho a Succeſſion could not be proven, it cannot be thence inferred 


is not deſcended from Adam, becauſe he cannot inſtruct his Succeſſion, 
nor ſo much as condeſcend upon his Great Grandfather's Grandfather's 


- that there is none: any more than if one ſhould ſay; the eden 


Great Grand father. If Ordination be not ſucceſſive, it cannot be reck' ned 


Valid; for, were it traced backwards, twould be found that ſome have 
deen Ordained by ſuch as were not Ordained, and ſo all Ordinations 
built upon that Foundation, fall to the ground. a 
6. p. 7. He relates the Sufferings of the presbyterians in the late 
Reigns; and this indeed is the general Cant and grand Topick of ma- 


ny of their former and preſent Pafquils, againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy : 


whereas they ſhould rather reflect on the then State. Such as ſuffered 


mere criminal in Law; and even hundereds were winked at, & pleaded 


for, by the Clergy, who might have divulged and accuſed them. I 


could enlarge on this head: but Sir George M*kenzie has fo baffled 


the presbyterian plea, in his Vndication of the Reign of King Charles Il. 
that *ris-neeleſs to ſay any thing till that Book be anſwered: in which,if 
T right remember, he hath this paſſage, None dyed for a Principle in 
Religion, unleſs it be a Religious Principle to dye for aQual Rebellion. 

8. p. 8. Poor women (ot men rather) were executed in the Graſs 


market, &c. Tis well known that many of them might have ſaved 


their lives, by promiſing to live peaceably, and ſaying God ſave the King. 
9. Bid. He ſays, Others were tyed to flakes, within flood-mark, till 


the Sea came up and drewned them, and this without any form or Fre- 
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ceſs of Law. He durſt not inſtance any ſo treated: I know they gene. 
_ rally talk of two Women in Galloway: drown'd they were indeed. bu: 
not tyed to ſtakes, within flood-mark, till the Sea came 1p, as this ma» 
licious Vindicator miſrepreſents; who, it ſeems, has had no better in- 
former than the Frontiſpiece of that Lying, peſtiferous, and Rebellious 
Lybel, A Hind let looſe. And what he adds, without any form or pro- 
ceſs of Law, is ſo maniteſt a Lye, that Hundreds in Ga/loway can teſtify 
the contrary. They were Judicially condemned, after the uſual Solem- 
nities of Procedure. The Judges were ſeveral Gentlemen commiſſio- 
nated by Authority, of whom Mr. D. G. Brother to the then L. of Ci. 
was one; the Chancellour of the Aſſiſe [or Foreman of the Jury} and 


Clerk of the Court are yet alive. And tho' the Records of that Court 


ſhould be loft, yet the Regiſters of the Privy Council can clear the 
matter in —_—_— ſo that this may for ever ſtop the lying mouths of 
ſuch vain bablers, buſie bodies, and impudent Calumniators, who ſay 

that they were drowned without Form or Proceſs of Law. And fur- 


| thermore, if the indicator, or any man, ſhall duly and impartally c. 


ſider all the Circumſtances of that affair, (a particular account whereof 


may be hereafter made publick) they will not be very haſty to exclaim _ 


againſt the then Governours. Neither can he or any mortal prove, that 
_ the Epiſcopal Clergy had a hand in that matter, by accuſation, intorma- 
- gion, orany manner of way. > . rn ns 
10. Ibid. He tells what diligent ſearch was made by Major 
Jobnſton to find out — terian meetings: but not a word how bar- 
barouſly, and treacherouſly they butchered him. 
11. 5. 10. Gordon ele Biſhop of Galloway turned popiſh. He was 
not only Ele, but alſo Conſeer ated Biſhop of Galloway; and tho 
he had the bad fortune to be ſuſpected Popiſh; yet publickly ſhewed 
the contrary, even in a time of Trial: I refer to a Book, writ by none of 
his Stamp, printed at Glaſgow, entituled « view of the Court at St. Ger- 
mains, where there's mention of Dr. Gordon a Scots Proteftang Biſhap, 
who becauſe of his Religion was look't down up n in France, Both this 
Vindicator and Mr. Villiamſos take notice that Dag] & Rus tur id 
Popiſh, but ſpeak not a word how. ſome who perſonated Presbyrerian 
Miniſters, and kept Conventicles, were really popiſh Priefts, parcicu- 
larly one Brown, and ſundry others, who if need were, can be named. 
It is very. well known that one who intruded himſelf _ a 
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Gentlemans company, and called himſelf a presbyterian Miniſter, ſtole 


the Gentlemans horſe, and was afterwards hanged,”  . * 106 


12. f» 11. He bids all men defiance to name any one Precbyterian; 


far leſs a Presbyterian Miziſter, that. looks. not upon the Death of- K. oy 


Ch. I. 47 4 horrid Murder. I could inftance many who avou'd it, and 
the Murder ot the Archbiſhop alſo, in face of Courts, but ſeeing -he' 
be content with one, III give him one, who was a Presbyterian, and a 
Presbyterian Miniſter too, viz, Mr. Shte/s, who in the Hind let looſe, + 
approves of it, and calls it an Act of Juſtice, and tho (as our Author 
pretends ) the Aſſembly declared it an horrid Murder; yet he ( who - 


underſtood Presbyterian. principles as well as our Author) ſays the 


Aſſembly did that, more in reſpect of the manner than matter. This“ 
man was careſs'd by them, and placid at St. Andrews, where he 
might infuſe poy ſonous principles in the youth of the Nation, and 
never ſo much as required to retract that Book. Mr. Robert Douglaſs 


faid little leſs in his Sermon, at K. Ch, I's Coronation. ?Tis certain, the 


King was murdered. and 'tis as certain, that the 'Epifcopal party ad- 
her'd to him, and ſuffered for him, and that the King was Epiſcopally 
inclined; and that the presbyterians firſt rofe up againſt him, and be- 
gan the War, and out of Presbyteries fruitful Womb, a vaſt number 
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ot Sed ſprong, which contributed to the Kings overthrow + 1 ſhall! 


add no more o this, but refer you to Mr. Calders:ſtate of this Qpeſti- 
on, in the vindication of his Sermon. f % ei 2 BHOLT 
13. p. 13. He ſays of the firſt Presbyterian Aſſembly, in 1690. 
that for dge, Learning, Prudence and Gravity of the Members, it ie 
much to be doubted (I give you his own expreſs words) if they were 
not equal, if not ſuperier to any Aſſembly or Convocation of Churchmen” 
that ever were in Britain in our day. Very confitently: allerred! He 


might have excepred the Learned Div ines of the E215 Convocation. © 


If char afſgmbly conſiſted of ſuch fine men, why did they chuſe a be- 


14. P. 15. He ſays. No Reformed Church did eber pet judge any © 
Church not duly conſtitute, becauſe it wanted Prelats,” Here l am not 


obliged to re iſon the juſtice of the Cauſe: but I'm ſure his Aſſeftion is 


falſe. Let him enquire at the Reformed Church of Bohemia; Or if he 


think that owir far off, he may go to the Church of England, which 2c 


Know leges no Church dulꝝ conſtitute without Prelats: nor any man a 
| Miniſter, it he want Epiſcopal Ordination. Se 
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Tg. p. 17. He ſays, Baptiſm is nit refuſed to treat dying inſanti that 
"rannot be brought to Church. This man muſt be certainly beſide himſelf, 
- when he vents ſuch known Lyes. Has not the General Aſſembly 
enatted that the Sacramerrs ſhall net be privatly adminifired ? ard 
if any Miniſter be fo compaſfionat as to-baptize-a weak child privacly, 
| fhould not he be puniſhed for diſobeying the Aſſembly's AQ? If 
Children be privanly/ baptized, one of thete muſt follow ; Either the 
 G:ncral alſlrmbly- has made a wrong act, which | ſuppoſe no privat | 
| Miniſter may avow: or the Minifter is wrong, efpectally iyrranfgreting © 
. that-act, which 1 judge he will- not grant, Nut be it as *twill, ſo long 

as tis a ſtanding act, all who own its authority, and yer tranſgreſs it, 
 ſticold be purtfh'd. Some te w of their r umber did rot-ſtard much up- 
onit; yer (tis certain, beyond contradiction, that tt̃ey generally refuſe 
to baptize, except in the Church, upon a FPreaching-day, not wit hſt anci- 
ing the weakneſs of the imant, unleſs it be fome Friend's or Great mats 
child. I can inſtance many weak infants whom they refus'd to Baprize, 
who have dyed before a preaching day came. *Tis well known in E- 
_ dinburgh, that M. B's child dyed unbaptiz d, tho? Mr. B. the pariſ Mi · 
niſter was requir d to do it - and the iteatment the Miniſter of the & 
gave H. A. and a Sould ier in the Scols Guards, with the fatal Conſe- 
quences that attended them, may for ever ſtop the Vindicator's mouth. 
This is ſo hatefull a practice, that ſeveral Preshyterians have called for 
Epiſcopal Miniffers to Baptize their weak infants, before they ſhould 
dye unbaptiz d. Many inſtances can be given of this, but Fdo not love 
to publiſh men's names needleſsly in print; yet the inflances of 8. P. A. 
Capt. I. D and J, G. B. in Ed. are ſo notour, that I can ſcarce omit them; 
and how. Mr. M. of C-K. refusd to baptize the child of I. B. Apo UͤDDDO 
But of late they ve allay'd much of the ill will this Obftingcy and fre 
ciſeneſs procur d mem, by- implłeying or permitting Me. 4+- as a Johr · 
ney-man, to A | Wees OG ker 
16. p. 19. He fays, I's certain Presbyterians either ſtand or kneel 
in time of Prayer. What a Jeſt is this! riſam tencatis: Its well known © 
Presbyterians are net fond of, or nice about Hod) wor hi and according 
to this principle is. their praiſt· wor hy practice! | When F was oblig'd 
to frequent their Meetings, T:ebferv'd fix ſitting for one ſfanding, 2nd 
not one kneeling a' Prayer, any more than 0b did on the Dong Nn, or 
Hezckiab when he was bedfaſt. The ordinary Prayer-geflure at Chuch, 
te > 8. even 
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even of *Minifters and Elders, is fitting with the Neck awry, and their 


Hats lying on the fide of the Head: which if any man doubt, let him 
go to Church and make tryal; where he may like ways obſerve that du- 
ring Sermon theif heads generally are fully covered; which contradicts 


the Vindicator's next aſſertion, iz. they alſo judge it decent to hear the 


word uncovered, &c. Let their Practice and judgement be reconcil'd, and 


I ſhall ſay no moi e on this head: Yet I cannot bur obſerve, how a For- 
regner who went lately to Church at Leith, as he enter'd the Seat, co- 
ver'd his face, to beg God's Bleſſing en the Word he was to hear, which 


the Miniſter obſerving, reprov d him for his Superſtition, before the 


whole Congregation. 


17. P. 19. He clearly miſ- ſtates the matter about the Epiſcopals 
Reading the Scriptures in the Church without a Gloſs, as if it were pre- 
ferable to the Reading them with a Gloſs: Circumſtances make vaſt 
Differences. The Epiſcopals read a Chapter or two in each Teſtament, 
and ſome Pſalms, before Sermon; whereby the whole Scripture is read 
over in a ſhort time. But the Presby terians read only one Chapter, or 


à part of a Chapter, or Pſalm, and then Lecture upon it, as they term 
it, tho' it ſeems they do not underſtard the Erymolegy:of the word Le- 


urs; ſo that one man cannot explain all the Scripture in many Years, 


perhaps not in all his Life: thus many of the męaner ſort, who cannot 


read, or have not opportunity to read, arg defrauded of hearing forme 
parts of God's Word. Do not me Epiſcopal Clergy interpret Scripture 
when they Preach? And what difference N there between a Prei- 
byterian Sermon and Lecture ? but this:; A ſhort Preaching on a long 
Text, and a long Preaching on a ſhori Text. another difference is, that 


the Time wherein the Epiſcopals read che &riptures without a Gloſs, is 


whilſt the people are a gathering; ſo that Whoevetgoes ſoon to Chureh 
may get ſome Edification: But in the Presby tetian Churches, all the 


while the Congregation is a Conveeningyino-publick-Edification:at all; 
Jo that they who come ſooneſt, mutt ſit a long time, perhaps an hour, 


before Pſalms begin. and as I have often ſeen, enquire after one anothers 
wellfare ; What News? Have you good Snuff 2 ; And ſuch like Diſ- 
coutſe not ſeemly ini that place. The time herein they read a Chapter or 


Pſalm, is a portion of that which is appointed fot publick Worſhip : 
and after it i ended, they fall a preachirg: So that from the time their 
Muiſter begins, ull he have done, is tO Hous; and I doubt not hut 


half 
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half as ſhott a Diſcourſe, well digeſted, were fully as edifying, and 


more reiainable by weak memories. Nay more, if it be àa duty thus to 


Lecture in the Foręnoon, why. is it diſpenc'd with, and ſent a packing 
in the afternoon? And whereas he doubts 1% any perſon; not in Offce, - 
(I think he means , Orders ) und who can pretend no commiſſion from 
Chriſt, has a; right. to read. the Scriptures,” or, perform any of Chrift's 


publick ordinances,” &c. I :likeways'doubt if Twenty-merkimen and 


Probationers can ſnow a commiſſion from Chriſt. Prebationers have 
only examination, hut neither Election nor Impoſition of hands at their 


admiſſion.; And I dcubt if in all the Scripture you'l find any Preach u- 


pon the Presbytetie's ſimple Licence. But to come cloſs to the point, 
Is hot /inging Pſalut a publick Ordinance? Yet I ſuppoſe their Pre- 


centors, who: read 3he : Pſalms ( places of Scripture ) and ſing them hs 


too, can pretend no Commiſſion from Chriſt for that effect. | 
18. page 19. He ſays, All the Hearers will bear record, that every + 
( presbyterian ) Sermon is concluded with a Doxdlogy to the Bleſſed Tri. 


| nity, &c. I'm not to diſpute-whether every Sermon ſhould conclude - 


ſo, or not: but ſince he fays, 4//: the Hearers, and every Sermon, 
without ſo much as half an Exception, I ſhall- only adviſe him to 


ſpeak ſparingly, and be a litle morecautious afterwards for L my ſelf 


have often been à Hearer, and obſerv'd moſt of the Setmons conclude: 
otherways; particularly Webſter's Sermon at the Election of the Magi- 
ſttats of Edinburgh. Or, if he will have printed Sermons, either old or 
new, I-refer to Durham's Sermons on Death, or Vetche's Sermons before 
the Parliament. Milliamſon's Sermon before the late Aſſembly ends 
thus, To his name be praiſe; I think he concluded very well: yet ſince 
1 5 to his name, is à diſtinct — from Glory to the Trinity; and 
theſe and other Sermons conclude otherways z this Vindicator muſt de a 
malicious, impudent, Brazen-tac'd-impoſtor. Meidrums Sermon before 
this preſenr Parliament comes near his aſſertion, yet will not ſerve his 
Turn; for tho he concludes; r hin be Glory for ever, yet that is not 
a Doxology, or Glory to the Bleſſed Trinity. Arrians, Socinians, Fetus, 2 
Mabumetant and Presbyterians, will ſay Gloy to God, but not dne ot 
them will ſing Glory go the Father, Son, and Holy Gboſt; and the true 
reaſon, why the Orthodox firſt uſed the Doxology ſo diſtinctly, was to 
diſcern Hereticks. For what is added in the lait line of this ame 19. 


* 
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p. viz. Ney muſt bave mightySqueemiſhConſcierces that are #eetftuted to 
feparat from a Church that ſo frequently uſe the Doxology in proſe, merely 
becauſe four lines of Human Compoſure are not ſung in necter to that 
Purpoſe. This is another Specimen of his Ingenuity : for who Separats 
from them Aerely upon that account? and | retort, If they muft baue 
miehtyS$queenuſh Conſciences who ſeparat becauſe the Doxolagy is not ſung 
in mecter; They certainly had as Squeemiſh Conſciences who ſeparared © 
from a Church that us'd the Doxology in meeter. For what he talks 
of four lines of Humane Compoſure ; I fay, the matter of the Doxology 
is Divine, tho the Form be Human: And ſo the Pſalms ate Divine, tho 
the Form or Tranſlation we uſe is human: Is not the Aſſemblys Tranſla- 
tion { That man hath per fed Bieſſedneſte, ] a Human Compoſute, ( as 
well as the Doxology) not exactly agreeing with the Original? and yet 
they never ſcruple to uſe it. : Feng) ent: SRC 041 
19. p. 21. He ſays, Where Miniſters were caft ove by the Rabble, 
and driven away, the people look't upon it as 4 mercifull deliverance. 1 
think theſe. Inclinations of the People were bur a bad foundation to 
build Church Government upon. If this be Mercy, God keep me from 
it: The tender Mercies of the wicked are Cruel. Was there any Mercy 
in Beating Epiſcopal Miniſters to the effuſion of Blood, and Mutilating 
their perfons, to the hazard of their Lives? Or in driving them into 
Pools of Rivers, in the cold of Winter, till they were almoſt drown- 
ed? or throwing them into Ditches, or in tearing their cloaths, and 
bedaubing their Skin with Mire? or in tying them by pairs, and lead- 
ing them in triumph thro' the Country; or in tying them like Male» - 
taftors, to Mercat Croſſes; Tearing an! Burning their Gowns, and 
Books; and all the while ſinging Pfaims ? with many ſuch Barbarities 
wherewith Minifters were Treated. Can any out of Hell call this 
Mercy ? Were ſuch things done by Law? Or did they ever get Re- 
dreſs for ſuch grievances? Was the Rabble content to tteat only the 
| Miniſters ſo? Did they not likewiſe extend their Mercy and Charity 
47. to their Wives and Children? Did they not fright and beat ſome Mi- 
q niſters Wives, ſo as to cauſe Abortion ? and did they not turn out ſome 
| who were but a few days lyen in? Did rhey-not turn our rheir. Child- 
ren, tho ſome were blind-of the ſm+i!l Pox, or raging in a Fever? 
* _ Spezkout Vind'cator, and tell who.cancall this a Merciful deliverance 2 - 
Neither can it be ſo much as pretended, that the People did this out of 


eee 


U— — ¶ ͤ́ͤͤ—-E⁴ꝓ — 


— 0 
——— — — — * 
— — — * — == 


[13 ] 


wn averſion, or Hatred to Epiſcopacy ;. for it was not done generally by 
the people of the Miniſters own Pariſh : But rather by 2 godleſs crew = 
ofzeggatly Ruffians, ſuch as Broken Farmers, Herds, Cortars,Tinkers,Chap- 
men, Fiſh- wires, and ſack like, with ſcarce a man of auy Repute among 


_ ſuch a Troup as this march'd through the Country, and would 
have 


Pariſhes where the Miniſter had been violemly ſertled, or was an accu- 


er, or vicious perſon; but through the five Weſtern, and ſome of the | 
Southern ſhires. Where many of the Miniſters, were learned men, of 
an Exemplary and unblameable life, and got the goodwill and favour 
of the greater part of Heretors and Pariſhoners : But all were ſacriſicd 

to the Dagon of the Brainfick-Fancy of a. then prevailing Mobb. In 
Pariſhes where the Miniſter. was not Rabbled, and complyed with 


the Government; *ris well known what tricks and Artifices, Illegal 
Lybels, and defective probations were made uſe of to turn them out. 


They pretend Miniſters were in ſome Pariſhes: violently plac'd; It 


1 


muſt be anſwer'd, that where a mutinous Rabble aſſembled to hinder a 


Miniſters being peaceably fertled twas but requifite that a party of Soul. 


diars ſhould be ſent to quaſh them. Yer after all, Presbyerians ſhould 


not complain of this; for, was not Mr. Peter Kidd plac'd at Dowglsſs, 


after rhe. ſame manner, tho? the Pariſh had Signed a Call to another 
#.. 5 — and how Mr. Miſbeart was placed at Leith, is very well known. 


theſe do not ſuffice, tis eaſie to add more. 


20 1 paſs by ſeveral things worth noticing, in the 22. & 23. pages, 


which may perhaps be afterwards elſewhere examined, and come to 
the 24 P. J. 11, where he tells how /ome diſaffedled perſons in Elgin 


Kc. did on the Lord's day, invade one of the Churches in that Town, &c. 


I am very far from approving diſorders, eſpecially upon the Lord's day; 
yet U m ſure the Presbyrerians committed far greater diſorders, when 


they invaded Pariſh Churches, particularly Maybz/e, than the people 
in and about Ein did, by meeting to ſerve God in a waſte Church. 
And fince he aggravats its being done on the Lord's Day: I muſt freely 
tell rhe world, that when intereſt or occaſion requires, Presbyterians - 


gie as Iiule reſpect ro Days, places or perſons as any people. They 


81 nt Hick to run out of Church, from hearing Sermon,upon a Sunday, 
to 4. ſo gadly a deed, as riffl: a Gentleman's Houſe, 1 my ſelf bade 
8 | | Rs ſeen 


eo | 


| abbled, Plundred, and rurn'd ont ſeveral Miniſters in one day. 
Nor can it be alledged, that this was done in a corner, or only in ſuch 
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in Tala, than the Creed has of the Covenant. 


A ſtrange Prophecy indeed ! Is there ſuch a conneQtion 
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G. 14. ) 
fn, n po Sundays, yea Communion Sundays, publick Eating & Drink 
irk-yard ce (ich in many things reſembled a Fair); 
yea and in the very Church, among the Communicants: which, in my. 
opinion, does not well agree with, 5 Cop. xi, 22. 
el. p. 28. Toleration mould pave the way to  Prelacy, and ſo 7 f poperyʒ 
tween Pre- 


lacy and Popery ? I ſuppoſe the Prelatiſts have preach'd, pray'd and 
publiſh'd as much againſt Fopery, as ever the Presbyterians did; One of 
their own Famphleteers, ( Let fron 4 Presb; Miniſter to,a Member ef 
Parliament and Com.) p. 7. lays, 5 fore 1 ome of the Epiſcopal party» 
who would burn for Proteſt ant Traut tho? the Church 25 Eng- 
land be Prelatick, (and Superſtitious too, as they ſometimes call her, 


Miniſter, ſubjoins, The World Enows what 4. Bulwark the Church of 
England Das been againſt: -all the efforts 'f Hell and Rome. So J thin 
there's no ſuch connection 5 Popery, and Prelacy, as the one: 
Paves . way to the other. Tp grejend that Prelacy ſuppoſes Popery,: 
calumniats Her Majeſty, who is Frelatically enclin'd... 

22. Fm really weary with tracein 757 man, to d out bis n numer- 
ous and groſs Lies and Calumnies: 8. 85 that if we may judge of a man 
by his word, or, ex ungue Leoncm, as the proverb is, this Vindicator 
can be reduc'd to no other Claſs than that of Ly yars, Vet | ho 
the Reader will not be offended, it I'd. propoſe a Quettion, Why . 
Findicator cited Fer. 18. 20. on his Title page? Is it not ſomething- 
of kin to preſumprioa in him to bid God remember how he flood: before 
him to ſpeak good for them, and to turn away bis wrath from themꝰ Will. 
he tell us wherein God's Wrath was more againſt the Epiſcopals, than-; 
Presbyterians; or what good he ſpoke to God for them: For if he does 
not apply his citation thus, I know nothing it has to do there. 

Thus having examin'd the Vindication, We ſhall touch the Remarks. 
upon the Caſe of the Epiſcopal Clerg p. 
23. Paſſing the many wrelted arguments upon the merit of the Cauſe, 


eſpecially when they. burnt her Liturgy). yet chat ſame Presbyterian 7 


me Id To 


and the half, imperfett Sentences cited from the Fathers and others; 


cannot but take notice, how, p. 5. J. 30. He. brings in Azguſtine and 
Tatian making the. Apocalyptick Aygels Colleftive-: Bodies: whereas 
Auguſtine calls the Angels Præpoſiti; and there's, no more word of them 


2 


24, P. 10. The Remarker has à long Article abdat Siperiaterdons, 
wherein he ſays, 1hry were appointed for the Interim; with ſeveral other 
things, which fall before the following poſitions, gathered, out of our 
Hiſtorians, particularly Knox, Petrie, Spotswood. and that unanſwer- 
ed Book, the Fundamental Charter of Prechyrery, who tell us, 1. That 
Superintendents were Miniſters, vid. Kzex p. 286. 2. They were Chief 
Miniſters; who had the overſight of whole Provinces, as Spot cod of | 
Lothian Nc. 2d. They were the /ine quifus non in Ordination and 
Jurisdiction, vid. Book of diſc. and tundam. Char, athly. They had 
mote power than ever a Scots BIhop pretended to exerciſe: 
which more'eminently diſtinguifh'd them from a Pariſh Miniſter; 72 
Fund. Charter. p. 121. Kc. 5. At the Inſtitution *rwas not appointed 
for a limited time: 6. Neither at any appoimed time did they Jeave 
that work, to be fix d in a particular charge. 7. The eReformers tought it 
an Office, whereunto the Candidat was called by God; vid. Ku. p. 286. 

8. And which is Remarkable, the ſame Prayer uſed at the Admiſſion of a 
Superintendent, was uſed at the Conſecration of a Biſhop, who by that 
prayer had the CHIEF care of Gods Church within ſuch a Bounds, vid. 
Knox, p. 287 and Scotifh form of Conſecr. Before which the Superin- ke? 
tendent was a Laick, (witneſs John Erin Provoſt of Montroſs) but 

after which, he was Paſtor,” Overſeer and Minifter. 9. They might 
have been called Eccleſiaſtick Peers, as being Conſtant Members of The 
Aſſembly by Act of the Aſſembhly 1563. 10. This Remarker moſt pal- | 

pably bewraj his Ignorance and disingenuity, when he ſays, they were - 
neuer Honoured to be Moderators of the Aſſembly, For confutation 
vy heteof, l ſhall not adduce a Prelatick witneſs, for fear of partial Coun- 
Jel and Calumny, but 2 true blue Presby retian, 'viz. Petrie, who in 
the 16 line of the'24s page of his Church —. tells us, that 72 
Willoe Superintendent 91 File Weſt was choten Moderator, Peer 
25. 1563. And continued at — Alſembly in Jane 1564. At the 
ſubſequent Aſſembly, the Laitd of Dan, Superintendent of Angus and 
Mearns, wd. choſen Moderator: and*tis evident nd. for ſeyen ſucreſ- 
five Aſſemblies; the: Moderators were Superintendents 1 now! 


Pre tbyrery ſo deſtirute of good Arguments 70 lupport i that this aro- 
gant Babler, contrary to plain matter of fact muff Hnpoſe his'Brain-fick | 
Fancies on the world? r: There was never any A aböliſbing it, bur 

a downright Prelacy by Arch Biſhops and Biſhops ſucceeded it: both | 
Were prior to Legal Presbyrerian Parity in Scotland.. 35. c 


„ ai 

Il 25. P. 15. He ſays, I/ Epiſcopal Miniſters bad ſworn Aliedgeunce 
tg the Ring, they bad been protecleu in Churches, &c. Here: he miſte- 
' preſents the matter, How could any of them ſwear Alledgeance, be- 
fore there was a Law for it? Many Miniſters who-prayed for K. V. 

and Q. M. and complyed ſd far as Law required, ig civilibus, were 
turn'd out, inſtead of being protected: Some were violemly hindered 
from complying,” and un- qualified Presbyterian Preachers put in: Bat 
after all, it ſeems the Remarker never heard of Srranrawgr Presbytery. 
26. p. 16. He ſays, The Church Government is the very fame it 
was In the 92: when Mr.Forhes and Mr. Irvin /gned an Addreſ for 
themſelves and the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, &c. Rut it muſt be conudered, . 
that then there was an Accommodation projected. l 


27. p. 17. He ſiys, If @ worthy perſon,” tpilling to give Sati alli- 
an in other points, except againſt Elders judging the ſoundneſs of Mini- 
tet Dollrine in Fudicatories, be doubts not but the Church will' yield it 
111 to him. *Twculd ſeem this Pleader for:Presbytery. does not know what 
it is. Is it not a Presbyterian Principle, That Rwling Elders are of Di- 
viene kaſtitution? aud that theſe Elders ate thereby Members of Church- 
 Tudicatories? How then can he think the Church will yield any thing 

| 1 which is inhetent in an Office by Divine Right? For if it be not by Di- 
vine, then it muſt be by Human Right, which is diamettically oppoſit 
|; to the Presbyterian Hypotheſis: And if it be by Divine Right, no. 


power on Earth can diſpence with it, or give it upp. 


28. Ibid. He exclaims, O inpudent malice! is not the uſe of. the 


| | Lords Prayer recommended in our Direftory for Worſbip, &c. Ergo quid? 
Ji Do rhe Presby terians uſe or obey that DireZsr3 £ No more than Con- 


on Prazer, Maſs-Book or Alcoran :. For in plain Scots, tis Iike an old 
'Altmanack, out of Date and Print both; obſerved neither in Prayers, 
Lectures, Sermons or Sactaments. I challenge any man to name Two - 

4 Dozen of Scotihh Presbyterian Miniſters who uſe it in their publick De- 
Vvotions; but on the contrary, ſome preach againſt the conſtant ufing it, 
209. P. 19. He ſays, To pretend the Miniſters do not Baptize into 
4 certain Sed or Party, &c. 6 moſt abſurd; Im ſure many: of them, 
Fc particularly Mr. Ha--- ot Ro) would not baptize.a Child till the 
Parents ſhould profeſs their grief for being marryed by an Epiſcopal 
Miniſter; and all of them require aſſent to the Shorter and Larger Ca- 
; techiſms, which are not ſo much as ratified by Law. Why do they 
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F$toſecute Parents and Miniſters, threatning to Excommunicat them, for 
not acknowledging ic an Error hot to have Children Baptized. by a Pres-. 
by terian Minilter? . - + © V at x reno oF; EY 
30. Ibid. He terms” the Author of the Caſe, 4 malicious or et leaſt 
uncaut io us irbeller for ſaying in an ordinary thing for Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters to Excommumreat.'from the Lords Table, all men of Prelatical 
Principles, &c. I ſhall anſwer him in his own words, he is a malicious, 
or at leaſt incau;iou3Libeller to deny fo evidenta trurh: About nine years 
ago, at a Communion at Fer ritous in Gal/oway,where many Presbyterian 
Miniſters were preſent, particularly Mr. Edgar, Verner, Boyd, Cam- 
ron, &c. They debarted from the Table all who had taken that God - 
leſs Oath the Tet, or were guilty of the Saul damning Sin of Prelacy ; 
This was not done there only, dur generally thro" the weſtern ſhires, ſo 
that if need be, l could multiplylnſtances.Bur if theRemarker think theſe 
places far away, he may inquire at Mr. :George Andrew and Mr. Janes 
Hart at Edinburgh, it ever they uſed fuch or the like expreſſions. 
31.5. 23 .Ther's no Proteſtant Church under Heaven that bolds Epiſco- 
 pacyto be of Divine Right. & tue Engliſh Convecations have declared that 
there zs no difference betweenPresbyters & Biſhops ly Diuine appointment. 
That Epiſcopacy is of Divine Right, 1 could cite ſeveral pailages from 
Calvin himſelf. * Bur ſince he talks of Proteſtant Churches, I refer him 
to the Church of Exgland; and what he ſpeaks of two Convotations, E 
think the Author of Inparity among Paſtors Chaſtiſes him pretty well 
for miſrepreſenting them. This Author, Mr. Meldrum and Willamſor 
rely much upon the Biſhop of Sarum, and highly applaud him for his 
fentiments in this matter. But I muſt tell them, that in this, he cam 
only judge 2s à private man: And tho he be a Father in that Church, 
whereof | own my ſelf a Son, yet I muſt beg his pardon to diſſent from 
him, ſince our — the — _ Fang ey fol 2 5 PS 
32. p. 26. All rhe young men of the Epiſcopal perſwafion who preſent 
2 to he Buondam Biſhops for Foxy pu 9 were obliged > ny 
ulledgance to K. 'Fames VII. and now tothe pretended K. James VIII. 
The Remarker has copy'd this from the 132. p. of a Diſcourſe upon the 
U"2:0n : but both of them ate far wrong. Since the Miniſtry is an inde- 
lible- Character, he ſhould not call them Suondan Bi : and for 


Oachs I challenge him to name any who ſwore or adminiſtrated them: 
I can inſtance ſome O dain d without ſuch n have heard em 
AN "£2... Hh 


Pray, ia termins, tor Queen Anne. 
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33. Id. poſtſer. p. 33. N Reformation, Prelacy was ſent a pack - 
ing ar well az Popery. &c. If this Author had read Kyex's Hiſtory, os 
the Records of Parliament, he would have found Proteſtant Prelats at. 
and after the Reformation. Theie was a moſtmaniteſt Prelacy and Su- 
pet ority in the Superintendents. He adds, The firſt Prelats we hal, 
were Conſecrate, and ſent from England in the year 1610. What this man 
would be at, God 'knows» for if Archbiſhops and Biſhops be Prelats, 
( as he dare not deny but they are) we had ſeverals of them Eight and 
Thirty Yeats before the 1610. viz. when after the Agreement at Leith, 
Douglas was made Areh-Biſhop of St. Andrews, Boyd ot Gl:ſgow, and 
Panton of Dunteld: Some of the old popiſh Biſhops who turned Pro- 
teſtant were till alive. As for what he adde, Sputſtoood and his fellows 
were violently vapoſed upon the Church at that time, Nc is of a piece with 
the former; for if we may believe Sporrwecd himſeli. who!ſhould know = 
when he was made Biſhop, as well as:ary. man, we'll find him Biſhop of 
Glaſgord; Gladeſtaves of Cathneſs,next of St. Andrews,and Law ot Orkny, 
fundry years before the 1610. I challenge this Author, todefend bis aſſer- 
tion; and let him take all the Presby terians in the World to his aſſiſtants: 
Any men who willtally lyes in an evident and notour matter of Fact 
will never ſtand tolye in other things which cannot be ſo welt proven: 
ſo 1 ſhall conclude with this man, in retorting his O] words, p. 411 
Hall ever our Author's word be taten, in a matter of Fol, yca or ba Oath 
aſter that let an HAD inn WRIT I fn J 29 911 A. 
34. Mr. Williamſon Srrmen. p. 8 3. tells of ia paſſige ahout Tu/ly 
in Tir Livias; where is ther's not one ſingle Syllable of him in aſl 
that Hiſtorian : except Mas Oavid can produce theſe Decads of Livy, 
which have been reckned 109 theſe many Hundred years. 
1 35. P. 26. Mas. David like ways would have the world belleve, that, 
all the Eccleſiaſtical Ambaſſadors who tvere at the nod Dort mo un- 
' th. ?xerpted; Subſcribed tothe Diuine Right of pretbyturian Government. 
It ſeems Presbyterians ate for Implicize Falth, by tts impoſing upon 
people; For there were ſive Exgliſpnen and bne Scbt man membets of 
that Synod, and not one of them Sign'd ſuchia; thing; neither did that 
Sy nad declare its Judgement about Church Government, far leſs did it 
Subſcribe: rhe: D vine Right of Presbyterv. For on the Contrary,” when 
Dr. (Gr tr1-n Biſhop of-Lyandeff made a Speech: telling thar the Riſe 
of theſe Extors proceeded tem their want of Biſliops ; Engerpiam is, 
22 2 | n 3145 1 „ e ein ho 
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3, The ſame Author fins in the next page. The Giveenment ways + 
le pr Mt | „ Qi net be Noon our 
of their paipige miih the breath M preclamation, but will mamta theip- © 
Poffeſtop. Ne. tl iber be dragbe by Forres from flir gi pie, ls weg 
is in plain Sante bine che Une ( uo 4 Parkia- 
ment, or Council,) that altho* presbyrery ſhould be voted our of 
Deors, yet the Miniſters will nor obey, till they be forced 2 1 thought * 
Obedience had been better than Sacrifice; but it ſeems, theſe conditio- 
* TR ——_ conſidered what the Scriprure ſays on this point 
could nave 2ddedagrexymany mores Pur of fheir former and later 
Priats ; bar 1 think che Realer mi) bet och e Tificby male tore ad. 

5 3 | duc d 


fat e 
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; Ouc*d,xs ſhall ſatisſte his appetice for once: if he would have any other, 


Hl hope they wall not think me their Enemy, becauſe 1 tell them the 


— _ 


— 


— — 
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be muft ſtay till the next Edition; or in the mean time Read the pres. 
b,rerian Iaguiſition; or Spirits of Calumny and Slander examined and 
CoaRtis'd &c. 1 | * 
Thus I've glanc'd over ſeme of the preſent prints: and made it evi- 
dent that they ſupport and detend their Cauſe with Lies & Calumnies : 


Truth; 1 wiſh tkey, may confeſs their faults and find Mercy, for he 
that covereth them ſhall not ꝓruſper. Let them no more amuſe the World 
with their late ſufterings jor Religion; Or their ürict obſerving Diſcip- 
line, a keeping the, crd's day [3 3 8 9 
people without forme or ꝓtroceſs : Or Arraign the Epiſcopal 3 
with 8 that Presbytery was Aer the True Government 
of the primitive;or of the Church of Scotland atrer the Reformation Or de- 


ny that they refuſe to Ba weak Infants; Or debat irom the Lords 


= 
Table all prelatically enclined perſons : Or impoſe Lyes for Truths u- 


n people, by citing halt, and abrupt Sentences, from Scripture and 
Fathers, to ſerve a Tum; or pretend to Cite ſome things from Authors 
who have not a word about them; Or Maliciouſſy atid*induftrieuſly to 
miſtepreſerc matters of Fact: with ſeveral things beſides; which I ds 
not loye here to memion; For teally, (to conclude with the Vindicator's 


. own Words, p. 36 only altering one) l am weary in g ond en- 


the falle Reaſonirgs, and ſad mi ons, which 1 meet 


Wich in the Writings of theſe thar are agaiaſt a Toleration; and there- 


fore am reſolved to trouble my ſelf no more. Only theartily wiſh that 


every one would ſeriouſly conſider, and make Conſcience of that great 


Precept, which God Wrote with his own Finger, Thou Halt got bear, © 
Wieneſs agarnft thy Neighbowr. Nor ought it to be forgot, that ix 

is the Character of a Child of God, herakerh not up an if Hp agdinlt 

bis Neighbour, as well as the diſpoſition of the wicked to fay ceme let 


ws deviſe devices come and let ws ſmile with the tongues 
* * „ Fo 119 
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